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AGU’s open-access transdisciplinary science journal Earth’s Future continued to grow in 2019, 
with ~280 new submissions and a similar number of external reviewers.  Their names are listed 
below, with several agreeing to review two or more papers in 2019.  We published ~100 
manuscripts in 2019, resulting in a competitive acceptance rate of just below 40%.  The 
average time to first decision is 6-8 weeks and author-revised text and figures are posted on 
the journal website (https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/23284277) in draft form 
soon after the paper is accepted.   
 
The journal’s growing relevance in the field is measured by a journal impact factor (JIF) of 
about 6.  JIFs are imprecise indicators of scientific value, but they are a measure of the 
professional recognition of the journal’s contributions.  Papers in Earth’s Future also continue to 
receive interest beyond the professional domain, particularly in response to public media actions 
by authors and by AGU staff.  Social media presence of the journal remains modest, relying 
mostly on author self-posting. 
 
This is my 6th and last thank-you-reviewers, as I have since passed the EiC baton to Amir 
AghaKouchak.  I take this final opportunity to thank my fellow Editors, AGU support staff, our 
amazing authors, and committed reviewers for enabling a rewarding personal journey and 
making Earth’s Future a leading voice in today’s debates about our planet and our future. The 
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journal’s scientific contributions will continue to move the public conversation, promote 
informed decision-making and encourage urgent actions, as we progress through the Early 
Anthropocene. 
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